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ABSTRACT

Received:20/08/2020 1oyrism development is effective in economic growth and Gross National Product (GNP) of
Accepted:21/12/2020 . countries. Nature tourism is one of the branches of the tourism industry, That Revenue from it has
provided an opportunity for tourist areas to protect natural resources and biodiversity. Nature
tourism in Iran has a high capacity for growth and development due to its unique climatic and
natural conditions and very attractive natural areas. This study aims to determine the pattern of
development of nature tourism in Iran. The main research tool was in-depth semi-structured
R Q interviews with experts in the field of study. By the method of grounded theory, causal, contextual,
P intervening factors, strategies and consequences of ecotourism development in Iran are classified
into six main categories and 19 sub-categories. The results show that the pattern of nature tourism
Geography development in Iran is composed of these factors: causal categories (existence of Nature tourism
. attractions, expansion of Nature tourism demand, cultural diversity, climatic diversity) Which
focuses on the central phenomenon, namely the development of nature tourism (economic
productivity, Nature tourism, balanced development of urban and rural areas, sustainable
b development of ecotourism) Affect ; Underlying factors (participation of tourism stakeholders,
R protection and conservation of natural resources, special education and research on nature
tourism); Interfering factors (safety and security of natural areas, public and private sector
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investment, government support for nature tourism, negative external propaganda) that affect
strategies; Strategies are( promoting ecotourism culture, balanced exploitation of ecotourism areas,
K ds- integrated management of ecotourism marketing, efficiency of ecotourism management,

eywords: development of ecotourism infrastructure, diversification of ecotourism activities focusing on
Model, Development, | environmental features); Consequences (socio-cultural development, economic development,
Nature Tourism, Iran  damage to natural resources) that result from the use of ecotourism development strategies.
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Extended Abstract al., 2019: 154). One of the interests of this industry
) is that the arrival of tourists covers the need for
1- Introduction foreign currency; It therefore helps to improve the

balance of payments deficit. The development of the
tourism industry is of great importance for
developing countries, which face problems such as
unemployment, limited foreign exchange resources
and a single-product economy. Ecotourism is one of
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ourism development has positive
effects on local economy and GDP
growth of countries (Dabidwal et
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important economic activity in natural areas around
the world. The proceeds provide an opportunity for
tourist areas to conserve natural resources and
biodiversity (Sniman and Bryker, 2019: 706). Iran,
with its special geostrategic position, climatic
conditions and unique natural attractions, can be one
of the world's nature tourism hubs.

2- Study Area

Due to the capacity of unique natural attractions in
Iran, this article has been done to provide the
development of nature modeling in Iran

3- Material and Methods

This study aims to provide a model for the
development of nature tourism in lIran. For this
purpose, the qualitative research method and
specifically in the construction of the theory, the

Underlying factors

- Participation of tourism stakehold ers
-Preservation of naturalresources

-Special education and research in nature
tourism

data theory of the foundation has been used. The
statistical population includes nature tourism experts
and tour operators throughout Iran who have
experience and expertise in this field of nature
tourism. In this research, theoretical sampling
method has been used. In this study, the data were
saturated in interview number 16. Participants in this
study are from different provinces of the country
who have knowledge, experience and executive
responsibility in the field of nature tourism, which
have been introduced by experts to participate in this
study.

4- Result and Discussion

The final model of the research is presented by
analyzing the data based on the data theory method,
especially the systematic model of Strauss and
Corbin.

Strategies

Cause conditions Development of nature
tourism
-Existence of nature -Economic productivity
attractions of nature tourism
-Expanding the * -Balanced development
demand for nature of urban and rural areas
tourism
-Sustainable
-cultural div ersity development of nature
tourism
~climate diversity
interfering factors I

-Safety and security of naturalareas
-Public and private sector investment
-Governance support for nature tourism

-Negative external advertising

-Promoting the culture of
nature tourism

-Balanced exploitation of
natureareas

CONSeqUEences
-Integrated management
of ecotourism marketing -

- Social and cultural
-E fficiency of nature development

tourism management .
-E conomic
* Development

- Destruction of
naturalresources

-Development of nature
tourism infrastructure

-Div ersification of nature
activities with a focus on
environmentalfeatures

N
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5- Conclusion

Nature tourism in Iran with unique climatic and
natural conditions and very attractive natural areas
has a high capacity for growth and development.
The researches have been done in part on the
development of nature tourism in Iran and a
comprehensive model for the development of nature
tourism in Iran has not been presented.. For this
reason, this research has been done with the aim of
determining the pattern of nature tourism
development in Iran, using the data theory of the
foundation. Open, axial and selective coding was
used to analyze the data. After defining the
categories and forming a communication and pivotal
network  between them, "Iran's ecotourism
development” has been selected as the main
category and other categories have been linked to it.
Explaining the research model, it was found that
causal conditions affect the central phenomenon of
"ecotourism development". The central
phenomenon, contextual conditions and intervening
factors affect the strategies and the consequences of
the development of ecotourism are effective
strategies. Causal categories (existence of nature
attractions, expansion of demand for nature tourism,
cultural diversity, climatic diversity) that affect the
central phenomenon, namely the development of
nature tourism (economic efficiency of nature
tourism, balanced development of urban and rural
areas, sustainable development of nature tourism) ;
Underlying factors (participation of tourism
stakeholders, protection and conservation of natural
resources, special education and research on nature
tourism); Interfering factors (safety and security of
natural areas, public and private investment,
government support for nature tourism, negative
foreign propaganda) that affect strategies; Strategies
are: promoting ecotourism culture, balanced
exploitation of ecotourism areas, integrated
management of ecotourism marketing, efficiency of
ecotourism management, development of ecotourism
infrastructure,  diversification of  ecotourism
activities focusing on environmental features);
Consequences (socio-cultural development,
economic  development, damage to natural
resources) that result from the use of ecotourism
development strategies.

Keywords: Model, Development, Nature Tourism, Iran.
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