Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement, Volume 11 Serial Number 38 Spring 2021

Explain the Expected Qualities of an Urban River as a Sustainable Public Place
(Case Study: Isfahan, Ardabil, Ahvaz and Rasht)

Seyed Mojtaba Safdarnejad”
PhD in Urban Planning, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Iran University of Science and
Technology, Tehran, Iran.

Kamran Mahboubi

Master students of Urban Planning, Faculty of Architecture and Urban Planning, Art University of Isfahan,

Isfahan, Iran.

Safdarnejad, S.M & Mahboubi, K. (2021). [Explain the Expected Qualities of an Urban River as
a Sustainable Public Place (Case Study: Isfahan, Ardabil, Ahvaz and Rasht)]. Geography and
Territorial Spatial Arrangement, 11 (38), 147-180.

[ http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22111/GAI1J.2021.6147

Received:23/01/2020
Accepted:19/04/202

Geography
and
Territorial Spatial Arrangement

&

Online ISSN: 2345 - 2277

Keywords:

Urban River, River-
Based Sustainable
Public Place, Public
Place Life Cycle,
Consumer Behavior
Model.

ABSTRACT

People with different motives such as connection with nature and spending leisure time are present
in the urban space of riparian. Transforming all river-based urban spaces into "sustainable public
places" is one of the missions of urban planning. such places, in order to be desired in its life cycle
and impact on city / river / people and environment, have to be identified through observation,
semi - structured interviews and analysis of closed questionnaire, data required to survey indices
and criteria in case samples and to examine the validity of results, from smirnov and T - sample
test to explain them with factor analysis in spss software. For this purpose, first the criteria and
indicators of such places have been identified through literature review and then by reviewing case
studies (Ardabil Baligli, Isfahan Zayandehrood, Ahvaz Karun and Zarjoub Rasht rivers) and field
studies of people and experts have been completed. Examination of case studies shows that river-
based public places in these cities do not fully meet the motivations of the audience and do not
meet their expectations. The research findings indicate that meeting the expectations and
responding to the motivations of the presence of people can lead to the success and desirability of
these places. Based on the literature on the subject and the opinion of the audience in the four
rivers / cities studied, as well as the opinions of internal experts, the main manufacturer of the
quality of sustainable river-based public spaces can be classified in the form of sustainability,
endurance, Humanism, efficiency and effectiveness, publicity and openness, maintenance,
cohesion and communication. Below these formations, criteria , indicators and related measures
are completely included and can be displayed locally and at three levels: macro, intermediate and
detailed. Identifying weaknesses and strengths will be very useful to improve the current situation
or general guidance for future developments. As a general result, the required qualities should be
provided by relying on sustainable public place formations and not briefly to the riparian.
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Commons Attribution- noncommercial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages,
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Extended Abstract
1- Introduction

ntra-city rivers are a subset of
urban areas of riverfront and one
of the most
issues of urban planning and
design systems that integrate water

and the city through the function of "public open
space". Urban design, by focusing on creating places
for people, or in other words, "sustainable places",
seeks to enhance the role of "sustainable public
places" through location building (Mackenzie,
2015). Improving the urban space of rivers to a
sustainable public place, while establishing the
interaction of man, nature, society and city, causes
human and social values, identity of the place, sense

important current
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of belonging to the river, experience of connection
with nature and environmental protection, as well as
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meeting people's expectations. And the motivation
for their presence, along with the qualitative
characteristics necessary to play the role of a river,
can lead to the success of these places during their
life cycle and to the connection point of the city, the
river, the people and the environment; Now,
considering the importance of the subject, the main
concern of the present study is the vacuum of quality
criteria for sustainable river-based public space, as a
basis for locating and recognizing the current
situation and future development policy.

2- Study Area

"River" means "river bed" is a natural and
continuous flow of water in a long line through a
land. An urban river is a waterway that used to be
natural and now passes through densely populated
areas; River crossing through the city is one of the
manifestations of water in the city. Urban
watersheds are potential spaces to become great
public spaces for people, and the presence of natural
water bodies is the main element of such spaces.
Due to the multiplicity of rivers in the country and
the impossibility of studying all of them, Baligli
Chai River of Ardabil, Zayandehrud of Isfahan,
Karun of Ahvaz and Zarjoub, according to the
research intent on using the river as a sustainable
public place, among cities / rivers with more than
50,000 The selected population is more famous in
terms of the relationship between the people, the city
and the river, they are in different climates, they
have a more prominent tourism role, they are the
political and administrative center of the province
and they have different backgrounds. In addition, a
field study of the mental pattern of government
managers, people, and experts has shown that the
selected samples had a higher position among other
river cities in the country.

3- Material and Methods

The present study is fundamental in terms of
purpose; Because it seeks to expand the criteria and
indicators of a sustainable public place with a focus
on the river. On the other hand, based on these
criteria and indicators, planning and design as well
as evaluating the quality of existing public places are
done, which is a developmental application in this
regard. From the methodological point of view, it is
based on measuring the error of the research
process; It uses both qualitative and quantitative
approaches and case study methods, content analysis
and contextual theory. To analyze the research
results, qualitative methods such as content analysis,
coding, summarizing and classification and
quantitative analysis methods (descriptive and

inferential statistics) to generalize it to the
community using SPSS software have been done.

4- Result and Discussion

The present study is fundamental in terms of
purpose; Because it seeks to expand the criteria and
indicators of a sustainable public place with a focus
on the river. On the other hand, based on these
criteria and indicators, planning and design as well
as evaluating the quality of existing public places are
done, which is a developmental application in this
regard. From the methodological point of view, it is
based on measuring the error of the research
process; It uses both qualitative and quantitative
approaches and case study methods, content analysis
and contextual theory. To analyze the research
results, qualitative methods such as content analysis,
coding, summarizing and classification and
quantitative analysis methods (descriptive and
inferential statistics) to generalize it to the
community using SPSS software have been done.

5- Conclusion

Since the present study seeks to explain the qualities,
criteria, indicators in a stable river-centered public
place, regarding the process of developing quality
criteria for a sustainable public place that after
coding the data and classifying them under the main
quality formations of such places and presented as
research findings Is. After surveying the case
samples and field survey, the status of river-based
public sites has been evaluated and compared in
detail by the researcher based on what was
developed for detailed surveying and in the same
table. Based on survey and field studies with
different tools, the researcher assesses the quality
status of river-centered public place in case samples
based on the model of river-centered stable public
place and according to his judgment, considers
points for them and detailed status of case samples
in the form Table presented. By comparing the
scores of the four public places examined, one can
compare them and see what strengths and
weaknesses each has. The quality status of the
selected case samples has been evaluated and
compared according to the general score obtained
from the opinions of people and researchers in terms
of the desired criteria in the model of sustainable
public place.

Keywords: Urban River, River-Based Sustainable
Public Place, Public Place Life Cycle, Consumer
Behavior Model.
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