Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement, Volume 11 Serial Number 39 Summer 2021

Analysis of the Role of Rural Entrepreneurship in Local Sustainable Development, with
Emphasis on Rural-Urban Cohesion (Case Study: Dalahu Area, Kermanshah Province)

Abbas Saidi”

Professor (Retired) Department of Human Geography and Planning, Shahid Beheshti University

Bijan Rahmani

Associate Professor, Department of Human Geography and Planning, Shahid Beheshti University

Bahram Fathi

PhD student in Geography and Rural Planning, Human Geography and Planning, Shahid Beheshti University

Saidi, A & Rahmani, B & Fathi, B. (2021). [Analysis of The Role of Rural Entrepreneurship in Local
Sustainable Development, with Emphasis on Rural-Urban Cohesion (Case Study: Dalahu Area,
Kermanshah Province)]. Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement, 11 (39), 1-26.

[l hitp://dx.doi.org/ 10.22111/GAIJ.2021.6227

Received:26/11/2020
Accepted:03/03/2021

Geography
and
Territorial Spatial Arrangement

N

Online ISSN: 2345 - 2277

Keywords:

Rural
Entrepreneurship;
Local Sustainable
Development; Rural-
Urban Cohesion;
Dalahu Area
(Kermanshah Province)

ABSTRACT

Rural entrepreneurship can by activating innovation in the use of limited resources, lead to expansion of
activities and job creation at the local level by using limited capital resources. In this regard, the people
involved in this process would not only contribute to the acquisition of skills, but also to expand their
business and increase the income and savings of themselves and others. Therefore, it is believed that
rural entrepreneurship can facilitate effective interaction between activities related to agricultural
production and non-agricultural sectors, including small industries and services, and ultimately improve
living conditions and activities at the village level.This article by examining the role of rural
entrepreneurship in Dalahu Area (Kermanshah Province), seeks to show that expanding these related
activities can not only enhance the interaction and connection of rural settlements with urban centers, but
also promote sustainable development at the local level. The statistical population of this study
comprises 139 rural settlements in the area, which were examined by description- and analytic methods.
To this end, library and field methods using survey and interview methods were used to collect the
required data and information. Indicators measuring rural entrepreneurship and its role in sustainable
local development were including the increase in employment, the increase in income levels, access to
services and efforts to protect the environment. The collected data were analyzed using descriptive
statistical methods and the Spss and Excel software as well as the t-test and the Pearson correlation test.
The results of this study show that the Dalhousie region, despite having some environmental potential
and socio-economic capabilities, due to the extreme distribution of rural settlements and their great
distance from the regional center, as well as lack of easy access to commodity markets and Special
mechanisms governing these markets, the activity of rural entrepreneurs has not been able to be as it
should be and perhaps, with prosperity and expansion. Therefore, it can be claimed that out of 15
indicators studied, 13 indicators have a positive impact and 2 indicators have an impact In this regard,
the most influences in the index of official credits granted by the Housing Bank (due to the high volume
of damage in the earthquake of 1396 in the study area), government investment, access to health centers,
and training center, relations It has been social and along with these factors, the most impact in this field
has been related to the geographical typology index in the study area (Dalahu area).

Copyright©2021, Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution- noncommercial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages,
provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract
1- Introduction

illages, like cities, are full of new
and undiscovered opportunities,
and the timely identification and

exploitation of these opportunities and the creation
of new and competitive businesses based on them,
can bring significant economic benefits to the
villagers and the sustainable development of
settlements. Local leads. One of these is rural
entrepreneurship, in which rural people, through the
development of entrepreneurial activities, find the
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benefit from other activities. Non-agricultural also
enjoy. Rural entrepreneurship, through the activation
of innovations in the use of limited resources, can
lead to the expansion of activities and job creation at
the local level by using limited capital resources. In
this regard, the people involved in this process not
only help to acquire skills, but also to expand their
income-generating businesses and increase their
income and savings levels and those of others.
Therefore, it is assumed that rural entrepreneurship
can facilitate effective communication between
activities related to agricultural production and non-
agricultural sectors, including small industries and
services, and ultimately, improve living conditions
and activities at the village level.

The study area with rural population and economic
potential can provide rural entrepreneurship and
create an effective relationship between rural and
urban. This is an issue that has been less addressed,
SO it is necessary to examine these relationships in
depth to highlight the role of entrepreneurship in
rural development with an emphasis on rural-urban
cohesion in the Dalhousie area. Thus, according to
the design and explanation of the problem, in this
study seeks to answer the following questions:

A) What are the most important obstacles and
natural-ecological and socio-economic constraints to
the  formation and  prosperity of rural
entrepreneurship that have led to the lack of
sustainable development of rural settlements in the
Dalhousie area?

B) What is the relationship between rural
entrepreneurship, rural-urban  connections and
sustainable local development at the district level?
And what are the most important strategies for the
sustainable development and dynamism of socio-
economic life in the Dalahou area?

2- Study Area

Dalahoo city, which is a rural-urban area in the west
of Kermanshah province and has two parts called
central and cradle. The area of the study area with
1191.4 square kilometers, occupies 12% of the area
of Kermanshah province. This area with three urban
points (Korand-e-Gharb, Gavareh and Rijab) and 5
villages and 139 inhabited rural settlements, has
formed a traditional settlement network that has
certain structural-functional characteristics (social,
economic, cultural and environmental-ecological).
90% of its inhabitants have their own religion and
their own customs and rituals. In this area, the
environmental-ecological ~ structure, including
roughness, water resources, vegetation, and
especially oak forests and the Mediterranean
climate, are influential in the formation of its
structural-economic functions. Therefore, the study

area with rural population and potential economic
potential can provide rural entrepreneurship and
create an effective relationship between rural and urban.

3- Material and Methods

Research method This article tries to show that the
expansion of these related activities can not only
expand more interaction and connection of villages
with urban centers, but also encourage the process
by examining the role of rural entrepreneurship in
Dalahu area (Kermanshah province). Sustainable
development is effective at the local level. The
statistical population of this study is 139 rural
settlements scattered in the region, which has been
studied descriptively-analytically. For this purpose,
library and field methods have been used to collect
the necessary data and information, using
questioning and interview methods. Indicators used
to measure rural entrepreneurship and its role in
sustainable local development, including the scope
of increasing employment, increasing income levels,
access to services, efforts to protect the environment.
The collected data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics methods and Spss and Excel software as
well as t-test and Pearson correlation test.

4- Result and Discussion

Rural communities due to their existential,
functional and structural nature, are closely related
to the surrounding environment and also Dalahu area
is one of the most important natural habitats of
medicinal plants in the country and has a very high
species diversity that is affected by Climatic and
climatic diversity in this region is from the Zagros
Mountains. Of the hundreds of species of medicinal
plants in the highlands of the Dalhousie region,
several medicinal plants play an important role in
the insidious market. They have many seasonal jobs
and have two major dams, Azadi and Zamkan, and
have relations with various government departments
and agencies such as the Relief Committee,
Agricultural Jihad and banks, especially the Housing
Bank. Therefore, to investigate the relationship
between entrepreneurship and sustainable local
development and rural-urban cohesion according to
Table 1, the following indicators were examined.
According to the results of field studies, the sources
of income of the villages can be classified as wages
in categories such as agriculture, animal husbandry,
horticulture, beekeeping, labor. In Bionij district,
agriculture and to some extent livestock are of great
importance and in the cradle sector, agriculture and
animal husbandry has the highest percentage of
employment.

N
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Table 1. Conclusion of indicators related to the role of entrepreneurship in sustainable local development and rural-urban cohesion

Impact Significance | The correlation Indicators used
level coefficient
+ 0.003 0.59 distance Geographical
+ 0.000 0.48 Typology factors
+ 0.004 0.41 educational services Services and
+ 0.001 0.72 Health Services infrastructure
+ 0.002 0.65 Administrative-political services in the area
N 0.001 0.42 The field of medicinal plants
+ 0.001 0.53 Community Relations Social
+ 0.001 0.42 Economic factors and conditions relations
+ 0.001 0.54 Effective socio-economic bond
- 0.001 0.61 Entrepreneurship
+ 0.003 0.58 Maskan Bank Official
+ 0.001 0.24 Banks and loan funds Credits
(Loans)
- 0.004 0.18 Merchants, weeders and urban Informal
bazaars credits
- 0.002 0.19 Remittances
+ 0.001 0.82 The role of the Relief Committee in the growth of
rural entrepreneurship
+ 0.002 0.58 The ratio between employment and rural
entrepreneurs
13 Number of effects + Total
2 Number of effects -
Source: Author Studies, 2020
5- Conclusion - Improving communication and  service

The results of this study show that the Dalhousie
region, despite having some environmental potential
and socio-economic capabilities, due to the extreme
distribution of rural settlements and their great
distance from the regional center, as well as lack of
easy access to exchange markets. Commodities and
special mechanisms governing these markets, the
activity of rural entrepreneurs has not been able to
be as it should be and perhaps, with prosperity and
expansion. Therefore, it can be claimed that out of
15 indicators studied, 13 indicators have a positive
impact and 2 indicators Have had a negative impact,
in this regard, the most effects on the official credit
index granted by the Housing Bank (due to the high
volume of damage in the earthquake of 1996 in the
study area), government investment, access to health
centers, and training center , Has been social
relations and along with these factors, the most
impact in this field has been related to the
geographical typology index at the level of the study
area (Dalahu area). Therefore, the calculations in
Table 1 show that rural entrepreneurship has a role
in the development of local settlements and can
improve the two-way communication between rural
and urban areas. . Based on this, the following
suggestions can be made:

infrastructure;  Providing  grounds  for the
construction of conversion industries related to the
products of the region; Increasing should be the
supportive and guiding role of the government in
this regard; Supporting financial and credit
institutions and institutions from entrepreneurs
through the provision of facilities or tax exemptions;
Establishment of communication route to ten cups
for easy and faster communication with the center of
the region; Locating and purchasing crop centers and
entrepreneurs  within  the district to reduce
transportation costs and preserve the value added in
the Dalahu district itself; Holding training classes in
this field and encouraging the villagers, especially
the young and educated, to innovate and create new
combinations; More emphasis on the role of
entrepreneurship promoters in rural areas and the
creation of entrepreneurial groups in rural areas.

KeyWOI’dS: Rural  Entrepreneurship; Local Sustainable
Development; Rural-Urban Cohesion; Dalahu Area (Kermanshah
Province).
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