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ABSTRACT

Housing is currently the most important issue in third world cities. Rapid growth of urbanization,
lack of sufficient resources, weak management and lack of a comprehensive housing planning in
developing countries have caused the access of low-income groups to affordable housing to
become a serious problem. The main purpose of this study is to identify the key factors affecting
the development of social housing in llam with a foresight approach. Regarding its objectives, this
research is a kind of applied one with descriptive-analytical nature based on library studies and
environmental monitoring. Besides, using the existing studies on social housing development,
seven indicators (political, economic, socio-cultural, demographic, physical-spatial, environmental
and macro) have been selected, classified and compiled. Moreover, the statistical population of the
study is the city of Ilam and its statistical sample is 30 experts and specialists in urban and regional
planning. Data analysis was performed using Mick Mac software and scenario wizard. After
examining the extent and how these factors affect each other on the development of social housing
in llam, 10 key factors (urban growth, marginalization, inflation, housing policies, housing quality,
neighborhood-centered approach and sustainable local development, urban development plans, the
amount of homeless households, land and housing prices, urban decay) which have the most
significant role in the future status of social housing development in llam were selected.
Afterawards, using the capabilities of Scenario wizard software, 2 strong scenarios, 1772 weak
scenarios and 10 plausible scenarios were extracted.

Copyright©2021, Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement. This is an open-access article distributed under the terms of the Creative
Commons Attribution- noncommercial 4.0 International License which permits copy and redistribute the material just in noncommercial usages,
provided the original work is properly cited.

Extended Abstract
1- Introduction

egarding the
urbanization, urban problems are
more evident in cities than ever
before. By affecting all aspects of
urbanization, these problems have

disrupted the rational relations of urban life,
drastically reduced their overall quality and viability,
and provided the ground for instability in them. In
the meantime, adequate housing for low-income
groups has always been one of the main challenges.

The strong tendency of the population to live in the
city of llam has greatly increased and intensified the
rate of harm to low-income groups in society, as it is
quite visible in the housing sector of these groups.

rapid growth of
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This increasing rate of population on the one hand
and the lack of tools and policies necessary for the
optimal housing of the population on the other, have
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caused widespread anomalies in the physical and
social system of Ilam. Therefore, due to the increase
in population, the housing problem is very
noticeable and has made it necessary to study the
social housing situation in this city.

2- Study Area

Ilam city, the capital of llam province, is located at
46 degrees and 26 minutes east longitude and 32
degrees and 38 minutes north latitude in terms of
latitude and is located in the west and southwest of
the country in terms of geographical location. The
altitude of this city is 1363 meters above sea level.
This city is located in a mountainous valley on the
southern slope of the Great Mountain of the Zagros
Mountains. According to the latest general
population and housing census in 2016, the city of
llam has a population of about 172216 thousand
people. The city includes 4 urban areas in terms of
regional area.

3- Material and Methods

In the present study, the research method is an
applied one and the research analysis is descriptive-
analytical. Besides, it is worth mentioning that the
approach of the present study is foresight. Moreover,
the statistical population of the study includes 30
experts in the field of urban planning and housing in
the offices of road and urban development,
municipality, and provincial government (technical
office and the office of urban affairs). Therefore, in
order to achieve the goal of the present study, a
questionnaire was prepared using the foresight
approach and, then, handed to the experts. In
addition, the subjects were asked to measure the
variables regarding the cross-impact matrix
framework (Micmac) and based on their
effectiveness (direct and indirect) with numbers in
the range from 0 to 3, where zero is the number
without effect, 1 shows a weak effect, 2 indicates a
medium effect, 3 is the high effect, and P is a
potential direct and indirect effect. Afterwards, by
forming the cross-impact matrix, scoring the
indicators in terms of their effectiveness and
susceptibility was done. By calculating the data-
filling factor, the accuracy of the data collection tool
was measured and according to the obtained matrix,
the key research variables were identified. Finally,
Scenario Wizard software has been used to compile
the scenarios.

4- Result and Discussion

Based on the possible future situations facing social
housing in Ilam city, a total of 30 different situations
were designed for 10 key factors, including a range
of favorable to critical conditions.

Favorable scenarios: This group of scenarios (first,
second, third, fifth and seventh scenarios) are in the
optimal position. It can be said that these scenarios
provide the best conditions for the future status of
social housing planning in llam. Efficient
management and price balance in the land and
housing market, population stability, favorable
impact of housing policies and programs, proper
management of marginalization, reducing the
number of homeless households and reducing
inflation are among the prevailing scenarios.

Static scenarios: The scenarios of the second group
(fourth, sixth, eighth and ninth scenarios) have the
desired trend and static state. Scenarios with a static
state and the current trend show conservative and
ineffective management to meet the housing
challenges of low-income groups in Illam city.
Among the situations prevailing in these scenarios,
we can mention the followings: moving toward
balancing the land and housing market and
preventing price fluctuations, continuing the current
situation and increasing the urban population, a
positive trend in the impact of housing policies, a
positive trend in organizing the existing
marginalization and preventing the spread of
marginalization.

Critical scenarios: The scenarios of the third group
(tenth scenario) show the critical conditions. The
predominance of these scenarios over the future of
the system can create a housing crisis for low-
income and middle-income groups in the city of
Ilam. Some of the situations in these scenarios are:
sharp rise in land and housing prices and recession
in the land and housing market, sharp increase in
population growth, inefficiency of housing policies
and programs, the growing trend of marginalization,
increasing the number of homeless households and
rising inflation.

5- Conclusion

This research aims at identifying and analyzing the
most important factors affecting the development of
social housing and also examining the extent and
nature of how these factors affect each other and the
future situation of Illam city, applying a foresight
approach. In other words, it provides the basis for
developing some specific scenarios and also
achieving the desired scenarios. The main results of
this study have two stages: The first stage includes
the results related to the variables that determine the
development of social housing in Ilam. In this sense,
30 factors in seven sections (political, economic,
socio-cultural,  demographic, physical-spatial,
environmental and macro) were selected, classified
and compiled and, then, analyzed with MICMAC
software. Finally, after examining the extent and
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nature of how these factors affect each other and the
status of social housing development in Ilam, 10 key
factors (urban growth, marginalization, inflation
rate,  housing  policies, housing  quality,
neighborhood-centered approach and sustainable
local development, urban development plans, the
number of homeless households, land and housing
prices, urban decay) which have the most significant
role in the future status of social housing
development in llam were selected. Afterwards,
using the capabilities of Wizard software, 2 strong
scenarios, 1772 weak scenarios and 10 plausible
scenarios were extracted. In general, it should be
said that the main result of this research indicates
that the future situation of social housing
development in Ilam will be critical. Although the
possible scenarios show hope for favorable
conditions, the occurrence of critical conditions and
the deterioration of the future situation of social
housing development in this city is not far from
expectation.

Keywords: Development, Social Housing, Foresight,
llam City.
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