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_ The meaning that people assign to a location has a significant impact on how
?;%‘51')’2‘55’2:2 strong a feeling of place attachment is and how strong it is. Researchers in this
Received in revised form: discipline, on the other hand, have rarely looked at the relationship between a
27/02/2022 place's meaning and belonging to it. Due to the scale of the area and strategic
95/%352%"52 plans, this issue is especially relevant in natural and recreational areas. As a
Publisher online: result, the purpose of this essay is to look at how people engage in natural
22106/2022 settings and the intensity of that connection via the sense of place attachment.

As a case study, Zayandehrood village in Isfahan province was chosen as a
recreational-residential location that benefits from natural resources. The
mixed-method research approach used in this work was initially used to identify
the meanings that tourists ascribe to the recreational village of Zayandehrood
through an interview. The questionnaire was designed using the meanings
Geography collected in the preceding step, and these meanings were organized into four

L key attachment variables. The goal of this survey was to look into what tourists
Territorial Spatial Arrangement . R . . .
thought and felt about the sample with various attachments. The findings of this

study reveal that a location's high level of meaning both builds and intensifies
place attachment. The most excellent scores were for beauty and unique natural
N S resources, respectively. Social bonding and place identity got the greatest and
lowest scores, respectively, among the efficient variables in creating this sense

among the survey participants. Finally, it is noted that providing recreational
facilities in these locations enhances social interactions and, as a result,
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Humans have had a genuine relationship with nature for the food production and survival throughout history;
however, modern humans interpret the relationship with nature as exploitation or meaningful contact with
nature. Interacting with nature offers numerous benefits for humans, according to studies; these benefits
influence physical health, emotional health, cognitive capacity, and social cohesiveness (Keniger et al., 2013).
In the summer, the Zayandehrood tourist village in Chadegan, Isfahan province, attracts 14 thousand visitors
daily and about 800 thousand tourists annually, with sports, recreational, environmental, and welfare services.
In addition, Isfahan's hot and dry environment, is considered one of the locations with natural and tourist
attractions (Zayandehrood Civil Organization, 1400). Studying the meanings that users associate to the place,
which is explored under the subject of a sense of place attachment and related ideas, is one way to attain the
attitude of recreational visitors towards natural and recreational surroundings. (For example, a connection with
a place and the meaning categories associated with that place) (Manzo, 2003: 53). On the other hand, sense of
place attachment is an essential notion in increasing the quality of the environment and a key aspect in
developing users' and the environment's communication basis (Behzadpour, 2018).

Some studies have looked at the existence of a sense of place attachment and how to assess it in various ways.
Previous studies have often used two categories of perception to investigate the meaning of place and
attachment to it. Interpretive approaches are frequently used to determine the meaning of a place. Although,
descriptive methods explain the sense of the place attachment to quantitative strategies and the intensity of this
impression. In these studies (G. Kyle et al., 2004: 443; Williams, 1992: 30), the scale of place attachment
frequently focuses on unique places and elements that provide an abstract insight into the meanings connected
with that place. Inadvertently, this contrast creates a gap in our comprehension of the literature in place
(Farnum et al., 2005: 30). Despite the fact that there have been periods of research and definition of tourism
literature, there is still a lack of research on how people relate to the place via the lens of place meaning. "Every
interaction with the context creates meaningful forms at that stage, making that place a known place,”" Milligan,
for example, proposed but did not test a hypothesis based on the framework of social structure: "Every
interaction with the context creates meaningful forms at that stage, making that place a known place.”" Place
becomes a space for a sense of attachment when contact entails a higher degree of meaning, whether that
meaning is perceived at the time or not" (Milligan, 1998: 28), which Milligan's remark in this article also acts
as a hypothesis. Furthermore, Stedman's hypothesis (Stedman, 2003: 823) showed that the meaning people give
to a context influences their commitment to that context. He discovered that the physical qualities of the
environment and the intensity of the users' sense of place attachment are mediated by place meaning. As a
result, the objective of this essay is to look into how place meaning influences recreational tourist attachment in
natural settings. A mixed-method approach is being studied to overcome the constraints of monocultural
viewpoints to achieve the goal of this paper. The meanings ascribed by individuals to their favorite places in
Zayandehrood recreational village were first defined. Then the meanings attributed to the place were used to
create a questionnaire that reflects the tourists' ideas and feelings about the ecosystem. The fundamental
question addressed in this research by investigating the natural environment (Zayandehrood recreational
village) is: What is the relationship between place meaning and sense of place attachment in natural
environments, and what is its level?

Study Area

Chadegan town is around 115 kilometers west of Isfahan. The city lies within 50 degrees and 13 minutes to 50
degrees and 51 minutes east longitude and 32 degrees and 32 minutes to 32 degrees and 58 minutes north
latitude coordinate range. The city, which has an area of around 1200 square kilometers, is bordered on the
north and east by Tiran and Karvan, the northwest by Fereidan, the west by Fereidoonshahr, and on the south
by Chaharmahal-Bakhtiari province. The entire region is made up of green heights covered with plants and
woods with high barriers, providing a diverse range of recreational places. The river's geographical location has
been called a natural attraction. It has become a place of relaxation for many people due to its proximity to the
city of Isfahan. The region also can become one of the country's key tourist attractions in the future due to the
diversity of the river's topographic face and the presence of numerous recreational capabilities in the
surrounding areas. One of the main reasons for choosing this location for this article is to be aware of the
recreational goals of its visitors (such as residents and domestic and foreign tourists), as well as the fact that
many people in this village engage in recreational activities in addition to enjoying the scenery. The selection
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of this case was influenced by the natural and untouched nature of most areas of the village (Zayandehrud
village reports, 2016).

Material and Methods

The current study used a descriptive-analytical approach. The first qualitative data in this article was gathered
through interviews. The data from the first stage in the four critical dimensions of place attachment were then
used to form the questionnaire questions in the second stage. The data were collected quantitatively and
analyzed using statistical tests.

Result and Discussion

The goal of this research is to find out how tourists connect with recreational areas while also determining the
place meaning dimension in the formation of this location. The findings of the analysis of variance between
place meaning and the degree of respondents’ attachment to the village revealed that all eight meanings
ascribed to the case sample by recreational tourists provided a foundation for their place attachment (especially
for people with a high or medium level of attachment) (Milligan, 1998: 28). Milligan's claim is supported by
his study, which indicates that when meaning is repeated through interactions, users develop a sense of place
attachment. In this article, the meaning level corresponds to the level of users' place attachment, proving
Milligan's claim. The significance of place meaning with natural vision and perspective in separating three
groups with variying levels of attachment from the control group was highly important in this study.
Landscapes, on the other hand, have the most vital link to a sense of place. As a result, this meaning exists for
recreational places for responders who have a sense of place, regardless of their level of attachment. The
significance of meaning about social interaction and escape from urban life is highlighted in the article's
meaning dimension (Stedman, 2003: 822), which points to the importance of meaning to social interaction and
escape from urban life, though Stedman refers to freedom from everyday life rather than urban life, which
could be the reason for users' preference for more nature in Australian cities over Iran's primarily hot and dry
climate. Stedman also claims that place meanings operate as mediators between the physical aspects of the
setting and the intensity of attachment to it. The reasons for this study up closer Stedman's argument that
physical landscape qualities, in the form of unique natural resources, have the most outstanding meaningful
score among users of various levels of place attachment. The meaning of beauty is more prevalent among
respondents who do not have a sense of place attachment, according to the findings of this paper. This result
appears to be incongruent. Furthermore, the subject's history (Wynveen et al., 2012) revealed that beauty is a
meaning that many ascribe to a place, even if they have a low level of attachment to that location. The findings
in this study also demonstrate that among the groups "without place attachment,” the meaning of beauty is
more relevant than other meanings. As previously said, Tuan and Altman (Altman & Low, 1992; Tuan, 1977)
point out that in places where people interact, part of the place meanings are communicated as symbols through
shared experience and connection. In this study, some people is interested in village places and consider them
to have an identity even if they have a low sense of place attachment, demonstrating that place identity has
different meanings at different levels of place attachment because these places are known as symbols among
users as a result of social interactions.

Conclusion

This should be highlighted, based on the findings of the study and in response to the study's central question,
that there is a real and matching relationship between the intensity of meaning and the sense of place
attachment. Furthermore, the meaning levels with the highest user scores benefited from a stronger sense of
place attachment. In other words, the first hypothesis of the article can be confirmed by stating that as the
intensity of meaning level increases, so does the intensity of attachment to that place. In addition, the article's
second hypothesis indicates that "place meaning validates the mediation between physical qualities and the
level of sense of place attachment.” One of the characteristics that has a high degree of meaning among users in
this example is beauty, which is practically the same across users with a high level of attachment, average, and
without a sense of place attachment, which is why users even places that do not attach to it are regarded
beautiful. Following beauty, users with various levels of sense of place gave the highest score to unique
landscapes and natural resources. The lowest level of meaning among the meaning factors is connection with
the natural environment; however, the pleasure, tranquility, and freedom from urban life among users with high
and low levels of attachment to even lower than the meaning level of connection with the natural environment
in these groups. This is because people with a high level of attachment to places in the village often achieved
meanings beyond tranquility and pleasure, and spent most of their time in the village participating in
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recreational activities with the assistance of facilities. The Social connection was the most influential
component in building a sense of place attachment among recreational visitors among the four aspects of sense
of place, whereas place identity was the least influential factor. The findings of this work lead to future
research, particularly for high-income visitors who value engaging in a variety of pleasant recreational
activities in natural settings over those not part of the case study. As a result, increasing people's interaction
with the field by facilitating properties for preferred leisure activities is conceivable. Enhancing people's feeling
of place attachment strengthens their partnership with the village environment. In addition, natural landscapes
and their preservation can be improved, or numerous tourist-friendly leisure activities (such as kayaking,
boating, and so on) might be considered. Thus, people who enjoy these activities increase their level of
participation in behavioral settings, which in turn increases their place attachment.

Key words: the sense of place attachment, place meaning, social bonding, beauty, natural resources,
Zayandehrood recreational village, Isfahan
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