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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Due to various challenges and obstacles in villages, especially in developing countries, the general acceptability
of living in villages and their habitability has decreased, and therefore the viability of villages has faced major
issues. This is despite the fact that by making rural areas livable, the goals of sustainable development can be
achieved, as the goal pursued by rural development planners. To achieve this goal, various strategies have been
proposed by the scientific community, one of which is to strengthen and develop tourism in rural areas.
Therefore, rural development planners are trying to provide an opportunity to benefit from the positive aspects
of this industry in rural areas by preparing and making tourism attractions valuable in areas with potential. In
such a way that they provide the reasons for the success of rural tourism in responding to the needs of tourists
and also provide the reasons for the viability of rural areas. For this reason, the current research emphasizes the
effects of tourism development in improving the livability of rural communities.

Study Area

Tarom County, as one of the County of Zanjan province, has become one of the tourist destinations due to its
favorable climate and prone nature and proximity to the population center of Zanjan city. The tourism activity
of this County is mainly based on nature and it is done in two ways: daily transit tourism (without overnight
stay) to the northern cities of the country and second homes. The development of tourism in the rural areas of
the mentioned city has had obvious effects. This city has 10 tourist target villages, which include: Sheet,
Walidar, Zachkan, Sansiz, Enzin, Dastjardeh, Kordabad, Hazarroud, Tasvir and Deh Bahar. The current
research seeks to investigate the effects of tourism development on the viability of the mentioned villages.

Material and Methods

The current research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-analytical in terms of nature and method.
Library and field method (questionnaire) has been used to collect the required information. The research
questionnaire was in the form of a five-choice Likert scale, and to determine its reliability, a pre-test was
conducted using Cronbach's alpha test. Also, the validity of the research operation was confirmed through the
opinion of experts. In order to operationalize the research, 10 target villages of Tarem County were selected
and using Cochran's formula, the sample size was estimated to be 334 households. The sampling method was
also simple random. Also, quantitative methods based on descriptive and inferential statistics (one-sample t-
tests, multivariable regression, and path analysis) and TOPSIS model (to compare the livability of villages with
each other) have been used for data analysis.

Result and Discussion

Investigating the livability of the target villages of Tarom city shows that in economic, social, environmental
and physical dimensions, the majority of the studied indicators have an average above the average. Further, the
investigation of the tourism development situation showed that the social, economic, environmental and
physical dimensions are above average and positive. Therefore, it is concluded that the development of tourism
in the studied villages has a higher status than the desired level. Also, according to the respondents, the biggest
impact of the tourism development variable on rural livability is related to the physical dimension with a total
impact factor of 0.321. In the second place is the economic dimension with a total impact factor of 0.229. In the
third place is the social dimension with a total impact factor of 0.19. Finally, the lowest impact is related to the
environmental dimension compared to other dimensions with a total impact factor of 0.091. Also, the villages
of Sansiz and Elzin are in the top ranking in terms of livability, which was created or strengthened as a result of
tourism development. On the other hand, the villages of Dehbahar and Kurdabad have an unfavorable rating in
terms of livability. Therefore, the development of tourism in them is not desirable or is at a low level of
desirability.

Conclusion

Improving economic, social, environmental and physical indicators in order to make villages livable is
considered a practical solution to solve many challenges of rural development. The development of rural
tourism is one of the key factors in economic, social, environmental and physical revival and reconstruction in
rural areas, and in this regard, it leads to the improvement of livability in these areas. In other words, with the
development of tourism activity in rural areas, suitable grounds are provided to improve the livability of
villages. So that the investigations of the effects of tourism development dimensions on the viability of the
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studied villages show that about 69% of the positive impact on rural viability was as a result of tourism
development indicators.

Key words: Tourism development, rural viability, tourist villages, Tarom, Zanjan.
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