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ABSTRACT

Urban laws define power relations to change and reproduce urban spaces. The present
article aimed to evaluate the effectiveness of "the law of the endorsement of
revitalization, improvement and regeneration of decayed and inefficient urban
neighborhoods on the process of urban regeneration in the decayed districts of Hamidia
city, Yazd province, Iran, by using statistical methods including the Chi-square test, one-
sample T-test and path analysis. The results showed all indicators related to urban
regeneration are lower than the expected situation because regenerating drivers,
including public-private participation, the socio-economic empowerment of residents,
the provision of financial resources, tax incentives, building incentives, the allocation of
urban infrastructure, urban land supply, the reduction of organizational bureaucracy and
the improvement of inter-organizational coordination, do not work efficiently in the
study area. The results of the one-sample T-test indicated that the above drivers have a
significant distance from the expected conditions. According to the path analysis, the
variables of socio-economic empowerment of residents, the allocation of urban
infrastructure and the provision of financial resources have the most positive and overall
effect on the urban regeneration of the decayed districts, respectively. Variables of the
organizational bureaucracy, inter-organizational coordination and urban land supply have
the most negative and overall effects, respectively. The ineffectiveness of urban
regeneration law in Hamida city may result from its holistic and comprehensive
approach. In urban environments like Hamida city with low diversity and low
desirability of socio-economic-physical potentials, this approach can reduce the capacity
of urban planners and managers to mobilize socio-economic and spatial resources to
revitalize decayed districts.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Urban laws define power relations between social groups and geographical spaces, leading to control, change
and reproduce urban environment. Urban laws are instruments can be used or abused by the state to regulate
social power relations in urban spaces. They do not always produce physically real and working effects.
Sometimes they may have symbolic effects seeking only to persuade public opinion in favor of specific class
interests and ideologies. The present article attempts to evaluate the effectiveness of "the law of the
endorsement of revitalization, improvement and regeneration of decayed and inefficient urban neighbourhoods™
in the process of urban regeneration in the decayed districts of Hamidia city, Yazd province, Iran. This law,
enacted in 2011, has been the constitutional framework for urban managers and planners concerned with urban
regeneration in Iran since 2011.

Study Area

Hamidia city, according to the national census of Iran in 2016, had a population of 51,793. The plan for
regenerating and improving the decayed neighborhoods of Hamidia city was enacted in 2012. According to this
plan, 10,034 of Hamidiya city population live in decayed neighborhoods. In addition, the blighted
neighborhoods cover an area of about 151 hectares or 20% of the total area of Hamidia city.

Material and Methods

In the present article, 100 participants were selected according to the random sampling method from the total
population of 10034 living in the decayed neighborhoods of Hamidia city to collect and complete the
questionnaire. Accordingly, all residents living in the decayed neighborhoods had an equal chance to be
selected to respond the questions. In addition, the Chi-square test and one-sample T-test were used to evaluate
the degree of desirability and quality of urban regeneration. The Kolmogorov-Smirnov test and the path
analysis model were applied to assess the normal distribution of data and to measure the effect of independent
variables on dependent variable respectively. In this article, urban regeneration has been considered as a
dependent variable, and the variables of organizational bureaucracy, inter-organizational coordination, people
empowerment, the provision of financial resources, tax incentives, construction or building incentives, the
urban land provision for new development, the provision of urban infrastructure and public-private
participation constitute independent variables.

Result and Discussion

The results showed that all indicators representing the quality of urban regeneration in the study area are lower
than expected conditions. Among these indicators, the two indicators of the increase in residents' income level
and the improvement of their sense of place-belonging have more distance from the expected condition. This
results from the weak performance of regenerating drivers, i.e., the independent variables mentioned in the
before section, in the study area. The results of the one-sample T-test showed that these variables are at a
significant distance from the expected conditions. The variables of the provision of urban infrastructure and
public-private participation showed more distance from the expected level, respectively. In addition, the path
analysis showed the variables of people empowerment, the provision of urban infrastructure and the provision
of financial resources have the most positive and overall effect on the process of urban regeneration, and the
variables of organizational bureaucracy, inter-organizational coordination, and the land provision for new urban
development have the most negative and overall effects on the urban redevelopment in the study area.

Conclusion

According to our findings, the derives for stimulating the urban regeneration in Hamidia city have not had
significant positive effects. As a result, the process of urban regeneration is carried out in a non-well-organized
manner to a large extent. While the dominant paradigm of urban regeneration in Iran in general and in Hamidia
city in particular is physical determinism in practice, most variables included in the "law of the endorsement of
revitalization, improvement and regeneration of the decayed and inefficient urban neighborhoods" are social
and economic variables. In other words, there is little tendency to engage in practice with the socio-economic-
political dimensions of urban regeneration in Hamidia city. Another reason for the ineffectiveness of this law in
the study area is its holistic and comprehensive approach to urban regeneration. In urban environments with
poor socio-economic-physical resources, this approach can reduce or diffuse the capacity of urban managers
and planners to mobilize resources efficiently.
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