3

University of
Sistan and Baluchestan

Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement n

Print ISSN: 2345 - 2277 Online ISSN: 2783 - 5278

Comparative Comparison of New and Old Neighborhoods of Isfahan City Based on the

Iranian-Islamic City Approach

(Case Study: Shahshahan and Baharestan Neighborhoods)

Masoud Safaeepour ***, Fahim

e Fadaei Jezi?

1. Professor, Department of Geography and Urban Planning, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Chamran
University of Ahvaz, Ahvaz, Iran.

P4 E-mail: Safaee-p@scu.ac.ir

2. Ph.D student of Urban Planning Geography, Faculty of Literature and Humanities, Shahid Chamran University of Ahvaz,

Ahvaz, Iran.
E-mail: f-fadaeijazi@stu.scu.ac.ir
ElﬂﬁrﬂEl How to Cite: Safaeepour, M & Fadaei Jezi, F. (2024). Comparative Comparison of New and Old
. . Neighborhoods of Isfahan City Based on the Iranian-Islamic City Approach (Case Study: Shahshahan and
. i i Baharestan Neighborhoods). Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement, 14 (51), 67-74.
[E]Lk, ' . [BYOJR http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22111/GA1J.2024.47146.3155
Avrticle type: ABSTRACT
Research Article
In recent decades, Iranian Islamic cities have been heavily influenced by globalization,
Received: which has led to transformation and creating ambiguities in their physical manifestation.
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city of Isfahan. In this context, 39 indicators were selected in the form of four principles:
mosque-centered (man's relationship with God), introversion (man's relationship with
himself), neighborhood-centered (man's relationship with society) and naturalism (man's
relationship with the universe). In the next step, research data was collected using the
questionnaire technique and field studies. In the next step, the collected data was entered
into spss software. Finally, the status of the two studied neighborhoods in terms of the
indicators of the Iranian Islamic city was compared using an independent t-test. The results
of the statistical analysis showed that the average of the two groups in the two studied
neighborhoods have significant differences in 23 indicators, and also the average of the
majority of indicators in Shahshahan neighborhood is much higher than Baharestan
neighborhood. The biggest difference between the two studied neighborhoods is in mosque-
oriented, introspective, neighborhood-oriented, and lastly, naturalism. An important point is
that these two neighborhoods have very little difference in the nature aspect, apart from the
two indicators of the presence of a yard in the house and the presence of a garden in the
yard of the residential unit.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

A city is formed in every era and subjugation of every paradigm and dominant intellectual regime. This city is
created from the ideas, concepts and ideologies in the society, which ultimately leads to the behavior and
performance of people and the city appears as the final product (Pourmohammadi et al., 2018: 34). One of
these cities is the Islamic city, which is relatively built on the basis of Quranic and prophetic principles and
teachings (Bamanian, 2013: 76). In Islamic cities, the construction of geographical spaces should be done under
the influence of Islamic ideology in the form of rules taken from the Qur'an, Sunnah, Figh, and consensus
ijtihad. A city that has unique characteristics and presents a perfect model of development for the world
(Meshkini et al., 2014: 19; Akhot et al., 2016: 70; Daneshvari et al., 2016: 127-128; Rozhan & et al. al.,
2016:70). Therefore, the Islamic nature of an Iranian city is also based on the principles and values that are
observed in the design and planning of the living environment of Muslims and govern the relationships of
humans with the environment (natural and artificial) and with other fellow humans (Safaipour and Saeedi,
2016: 96) .

In this process, the city of Isfahan was one of the cities that did not stay away from the negative consequences
of these transformations, so that the change in the physical structure of the city, in addition to disrupting the
system and structure of the old fabric, also weakened it. New elements modeled on the western world such as
streets, highways, residential apartments, commercial and office towers, etc., have attracted the attention of the
officials and managers of today's cities, and every day they are more widespread than before. have caused the
destruction of the fabric of the existing neighborhoods; A process that has caused the breakdown of social
relations and the creation of anonymity in the city's residents, and its continuation will bring many material and
spiritual dangerous consequences. This process makes the importance and necessity of re-approaching the
authentic Islamic texts and analyzing and reviving the pure thoughts of Islam necessary (Mohammadi and
Azadeh, 2017: 24). Therefore, this research evaluates the condition of neighborhoods with the help of
indicators derived from the principles of the Iranian-Islamic city.

Study Area

Shahshahan neighborhood is one of the neighborhoods of the three municipalities of Isfahan, which has an area
of 716,738 square meters. It is bounded by Ibn Sina Street from the north, Allameh Majlesi Street from the
east, Sadeghi Street from the west, and Khaiyan Abdul Razzaq Street from the south. The population of this
area is 5899 people (Esfahan city statistics, 2019). Baharestan neighborhood is one of the neighborhoods of
Hasht district of Isfahan municipality, which has an area of 822094 square meters. This neighborhood is
bounded by Baharestan Street from the north, Kaveh Street from the east, Seyed Razi Street from the west, and
Shahid Adelpur Street from the south. The population of this area is 10,890 people (Esfahan city statistics,
2019).

Material and Methods

Based on the purpose, the current research is of an applied type and in terms of its nature, it is descriptive-
analytical and comparative. In the first step of this research, by reviewing and reviewing the books and
opinions of experts and theorists, first, a list of primary factors as research variables (in the form of four
principles: mosque-centered, introversion, neighborhood-centered, and naturalism) is identified and
summarized. and were prepared in the form of a questionnaire. Finally, the proposed indicators were compared
using independent t-test.

Result and Discussion

he analysis and interpretation resulting from the comparative comparison of the two neighborhoods of
Baharestan and Shahshahan showed that out of the total of 39 indicators studied, three indicators "access to
health-medical services", "access to sports spaces"”, "the presence of a suitable view of buildings and urban
roads to "Natural scenery” in Baharestan neighborhood has a higher average than Shahshahan neighborhood.
Only in one index "cleanliness and cleanliness in the environment”, the average is almost the same. In the rest

of the indicators, such as "the presence of a yard in the home", "the presence of a garden in the home", "easy

access to the mosque”, "holding religious rituals in the neighborhood", "simplicity in the construction of
mosques”, "hearing the call to prayer from the mosque ", “cooperation in the affairs of the mosque" and... the
average of Shahshahan neighborhood is higher. In terms of mosque-oriented indicators, Shahshahan

neighborhood is higher than Baharestan in mosque-oriented indicators and financial aid to mosques. These
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differences come from the cultural and religious history of Shahshahan neighborhood. Also, easy access to
religious centers and more social participation in religious affairs are among the reasons for the observed
differences. In terms of introversion indicators, more attention has been paid to maintaining the interior and
private details of the house and neighborhood in the design of Shahshahan neighborhood. In contrast,
Baharestan is focused on open spaces. These differences are due to the historical structure and renovation of the
two neighborhoods. Also, due to its new construction, Baharestan neighborhood has better access to health
services and green spaces. In other words, while the citizens in Shahshahan neighborhood feel more secure
because of the historical structures (paying attention to the central neighborhood). In the field of naturalism,
Shahshahan neighborhood is higher than Baharestan in some indicators such as benefiting from sufficient light
and lighting. be due to historical and cultural structures.

Conclusion

In Iran, the concept of Islamic city is considered as a deep cultural and religious dimension where Islamic
values are mixed with Iranian urban characteristics. This intersection of values has turned cities into centers of
cultural and national convergence. Elements such as central mosque, central neighborhood, naturalism and
introversion are considered as basic principles in the Iranian-Islamic city structure. So, mosques are known as a
religious symbol of efforts to express faith in the oneness of God in cities and facilitate the creation of social
cohesion and strengthening of local identity. Naturalism and introversion are also inspired by Islamic
justifications and the national view of the environment and help to preserve personal privacy and create social
security. In sum, the comparative analysis shows that the differences in Baharestan and Shahshahan
neighborhoods are caused by the cultural history, neighborhood structure, and macro-urbanization policies of
Isfahan. Also, it should be mentioned that in solving the problems of cities, it is necessary to know the ideology
that governs that city. If the city or neighborhood is considered as an Iranian-Islamic city, the principles of
Iranian-1Islamic urban planning should be reflected in it. This matter should also be taken into consideration in
the revision of the strategic plan of Isfahan 1405, which emphasizes the Iranian Islamic city.

Key words: Iranian-Islamic city, central mosque, central neighborhood, naturalism, introversion, Isfahan city.
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