I !; Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement n

University of Association of Geography
Rl = Print ISSN: 2345-2277  Online ISSN: 2783 = 5278 T

Assessing and Analyzing the Access Status to Livelihood Assets Among Rural
Areas of Marivan County in Order to Provide Sustainable Livelihood for
Villagers

Farzad Weisi ***, Sadi Mohammadi 2, Kave Ebrahimian 3

1. Associate Professor of Geomorphology, Natural Resources faculty uok, University of Kurdistan, Sanandaj, Iran.
P4 E-mail: farzad.veisi@uok.ac.ir

2. Assistant Professor of Department of Geography and Rural Planning, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: saadi@pnu.ac.ir

3. Master of Geography and Rural Planning, Payame Noor University, Tehran, Iran.
E-mail: Kavel234@gmail.com

= = How to Cite: Weisi, F; Mohammadi, S & Ebrahimian, K. (2024). Assessing and Analyzing the Access
=p~. Status to Livelihood Assets Among Rural Areas of Marivan County in Order to Provide Sustainable
. Livelihood for Villagers. Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement, 14 (51), 1-6.

[YOYR http://dx.doi.org/ 10.22111/GAI1J.2023.42418.3033

Avrticle type: ABSTRACT
Research Article o . i
In the present study, the status of access to livelihood assets among rural villagers in

Received: Marivan County, were measured and analyzed. The nature of this descriptive-analytical
2300572023 research is quantitative-qualitative and data gathering is based on survey method. In the
Received in revised form: - . : L L

03/09/2023 quantity part, how to access livelihood assets and in the qualitative part, the existing
Accepted: strategies of the villagers in relation to access to assets, the results obtained from it and
18/10/2023 the causes and factors affecting this situation have been examined and identified. The
Publisher online: statistical population in the quantitative part included the heads of rural households
06/01/2024 living in the county. Using Cochran's formula and stratified distribution method, 320
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questionnaires included (human, financial, natural, physical and social) of living assets.
In the qualitative part, there was a need for in-depth interviews with knowledgeable
people who were purposefully identified by snowball method. Analysis of findings; in
the quantitative part with one-sample t-test and in the qualitative part with the basic
theory method, showed that the access level of villagers in Marivan county is not in a
Geography satisfactory state due to the inappropriately calculated average of 2.64 at a significant

- level of 0.05. This inadequacy of access status is measured among the four types of
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the natural assets, which were assessed as fragile and relatively accessible and to some
extent satisfactory.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The lack of proper infrastructure to create and develop employment in rural areas is one of the issues that has
caused the indiscriminate migration of labor from rural areas to cities in recent decades.

Several decades of efforts and experience of researchers and development planners to eliminate poverty and
reduce vulnerability and achieve development at the level of rural communities led to the introduction of
sustainable livelihood approach.

Achieving sustainable rural livelihood, in addition to analyzing and estimating the amount of each capital,
requires the appropriate combination of these capitals. In the studied area, that is, the rural areas of Marivan
county, the existence of areas of vulnerability and limited livelihood capital, along with the border conditions
and weak infrastructure, as well as the low skill of rural manpower and migration, have caused any type of
planning and policy, firstly analysis of the existing conditions of rural livelihood capitals to be investigated.

In the current research, the availability of livelihood assets among the villages of Marivan County was
evaluated and analyzed.

The livelihood perspective has become the focal point of development discourses since it was proposed by
Chambers and Conway in the early nineties. Over the years; Livelihood, from a seemingly neutral and
descriptive word about livelihood, has gradually been introduced and welcomed and planned by institutions,
governments and policy makers as an interdisciplinary term. Livelihood is all the things people do to make
ends meet, acquire assets, and manage them.

Meanwhile, the word capital refers to what is available to the villagers; What should be emphasized in the
discussion of livelihood assets is that in order to move in the path of sustainable and integrated development,
what assets exist and how these assets and capacities can be used in order to eliminate poverty. And deprivation
was used as the most important obstacle to the realization of rural development. Sustainable livelihood
emphasis on 5 capital that is core for this approach financial capital, social capital, physical capital, natural
capital, human capital. In the framework of sustainable livelihood; access to assets; It determines the livelihood
strategies used by households to provide livelihood.

Study Area

Marivan city, centered on Marivan city, is one of the 10 cities of this province in the west of the province and
adjacent to Iraqi territory with the longitude of 45 degrees and 58 minutes to 46 degrees and 45 minutes of east
longitude and 35 degrees and 2 minutes to 35 degrees and 48 minutes of north latitude. , Is located. This city
with an area of 2326.4 square kilometers, centered in Marivan city, has 3 divisions, 6 villages and 149
inhabited villages. In November 2015, the population of the city was 195,263 people. Of these, 151,188 people
lived in urban areas, and 44,074 people lived in rural areas. The rate of rural population in this city is 22.57%
(Culture of settlements of 1395 in Marivan city). The employment of local people in rural areas is dependent on
agricultural activities (livestock, horticulture, agriculture, beekeeping), border trade (in the form of smuggling
and smuggling) and in a very limited way in the field of rural tourism.

Material and Methods

The nature of this descriptive-analytical research; Quantitative-qualitative and collection method is based on
survey method. In the quantitative part, the method of access to livelihood assets and in the qualitative part, the
existing strategies of the villagers in relation to access to assets and provision of livelihood were examined and
identified. In the quantitative part, the statistical population consisted of heads of rural households in the city,
using Cochran's formula and stratified distribution method, 320 simple random questionnaires among
household heads, including 56 measurable variables, five main dimensions (human, financial, natural, physical
and social) livelihood assets were distributed. In the qualitative part, in-depth interviews were conducted with
various people who were identified purposefully and with the snowball method.

Result and Discussion

analysis of findings; In the quantitative part with a sample T-Tech test and in the qualitative part with the
fundamental theory method, they showed that the access level of the villagers of Marivan county is not in a
satisfactory state, considering the inappropriate average calculated equal to 2.64 at the significance level of
0.05. It was only in the aspect of natural resources that the status of access was evaluated in a fragile and
relative manner, to a satisfactory extent. also; 63 weakness; in the form of weak components of development
planning, policy making and management; inappropriateness of the business environment of the region; border
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security management; weak laws and protections; Weakness in the physical infrastructure needed for economic
development; Lack of local people's capital and socio-cultural weaknesses, the most important; There were
causes and factors and deficiencies that have caused the poor access of the villagers of Marivan county to
livelihood assets.

Conclusion

The study of access to livelihood assets among rural households showed that the overall average obtained for
the livelihood assets of households is not in a satisfactory state, the problem is in the dimension of natural
capital that the access status of households is in a fragile satisfactory state. The most important and main
solution that should be; In order to improve the access of villagers to livelihood assets, it should be considered,;
According to the framework of sustainable livelihood approach; The main solution can diversify the economic
environment of the villages in the region. Diversification that also; the agricultural sector and to occur in the
non-agricultural sector. In this connection, it is necessary that at first; a suitable capacity measurement should
be done on the level of capabilities and capacities of the villages in the region and its human resources, and
according to these capacities, projects and economic plans should be defined in the form of activity chains.
Projects and plans that can be implemented both on a small scale and at the level of villages and on a medium
or large scale in a wider spatial scales.

Selling assets, increasing pressure on water and land resources, emigration, reducing consumption, increasing
consumption of financial savings, borrowing, taking loans, turning to fake jobs and smuggling goods (coalbari
and mediation), increasing working hours. And renting the lands; the most important are the strategies adopted
by the villagers. Also, 63 weaknesses in various dimensions have been identified as the factors causing the
current situation. In order to achieve a sustainable livelihood in the villages of the region, we need to strengthen
these five sectors of sustainable livelihood capital.

Key words: sustainable livelihood; Livelihood assets; rural household livelihood, Marivan County.
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