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ABSTRACT

This study investigates the role of values, cultural roots, and local knowledge in the
landscape design of Sormagh City, Fars Province. Adopting an interdisciplinary
approach, the research draws upon theories of communicative planning, dialogue, and
choice theory to propose strategies for restoring and enhancing the connection between
younger generations and nature, while preserving local identity and cultural heritage. The
research employs a qualitative and interpretive methodology, centered on conducting
dialogue-based and informal sessions with local residents, particularly the elderly, to
extract values, experiences, and indigenous patterns of resource management. The
findings reveal key strategies, including active participation of local communities,
multisensory engagement in design, avoidance of Westernized models, and the
implementation of comprehensive educational programs. Practical solutions such as the
development of natural play areas, community gardens, sustainable energy gardens,
sensory gardens, and micro-nature spaces are also presented. The outcomes of this
research contribute to advancing participatory design methods and fostering deeper
human-nature connections in local landscape projects. Ultimately, the study seeks to
enhance quality of life and facilitate the preservation and revitalization of cultural and
environmental identity within communities.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

This research delves deeply into the intricate relationship between human values, cultural roots, local
knowledge, and landscape design within Sormagh City in Fars Province, Iran. The study places significant
emphasis on restoring and enhancing the connection between younger generations and nature while preserving
and revitalizing the local identity and cultural heritage of the community. It adopts an interdisciplinary
approach that integrates theories from communicative planning, dialogue-based methodologies, and choice
theory to propose innovative strategies for sustainable landscape design. These strategies aim not only to
restore ecological balance but also to foster a profound appreciation and understanding of the intrinsic value of
nature among local communities. The overarching objective is to integrate traditional wisdom with modern
environmental challenges, ensuring that the unique socio-cultural dynamics of Sormagh are preserved and
celebrated through thoughtful urban planning. This includes exploring how indigenous knowledge systems can
inform contemporary landscape architecture practices, creating spaces that resonate deeply with the
community's historical and cultural backdrop. Furthermore, the study seeks to address the pressing need for
sustainable urban development by emphasizing participatory methods that empower local voices and prioritize
ecological stewardship.

Study Area

Sormagh City, located in Fars Province, serves as the focal point for this investigation. The city's rich cultural
tapestry and diverse environmental attributes make it an ideal setting to explore the integration of local
traditions and ecological insights into modern landscape design. Its historical significance and socio-cultural
dynamics provide fertile ground for examining the interplay between indigenous knowledge systems and
contemporary urban planning paradigms. Notably, Sormagh offers valuable lessons in sustainable landscape
design that could serve as a model for other regions facing similar challenges. By focusing on this specific
locale, the research aims to highlight the importance of context-sensitive approaches in urban planning, where
local customs, histories, and environmental conditions play a crucial role in shaping effective and meaningful
design solutions. The study area’s potential lies in its ability to demonstrate how traditional practices can be
harmoniously blended with modern techniques, fostering environments that are both culturally resonant and
ecologically sustainable.

Material and Methods

The research employs a qualitative and interpretive methodology, primarily through dialogue-based and
informal sessions with local residents, particularly the elderly who possess invaluable indigenous knowledge.
These interactions were meticulously designed to elicit deep-seated values, lived experiences, and traditional
resource management patterns. Data collection involved purposeful sampling techniques, ensuring diverse
representation across age groups and social strata. Rigorous content and thematic analysis methods were
employed to decode the gathered information, supported by member checking and data triangulation processes
to enhance reliability and validity. The dialogues were structured into four distinct sections: 1) historical
engagement with nature and utilization practices, 2) reasons behind the shift in nature-human relationships, 3)
emotional and consequential impacts of reduced nature connectivity, and 4) prospective solutions and
aspirations for future sustainability. Each section was carefully organized to capture the multifaceted
dimensions of community perspectives and values. Additionally, the study utilized various sources such as
interviews, field observations, and documentary analyses to corroborate findings, ensuring a comprehensive
understanding of the subject matter. Ethical considerations were rigorously adhered to throughout the research
process, with informed consent obtained from all participants, and their privacy diligently maintained.

Result and Discussion

The findings underscore pivotal strategies including active community participation, multisensory engagement
in design processes, avoidance of Western-centric models, and implementation of comprehensive educational
initiatives aimed at fostering environmental stewardship. Practical recommendations encompass natural play
areas, community gardens, sustainable energy gardens, sensory gardens, and micro-nature spaces. Each
proposed solution is tailored not only to regenerate human-nature bonds but also to instill a profound sense of
responsibility towards ecological preservation among local communities. For instance, the inclusion of animals
in social gardens can aid in food production, waste management, and natural fertilization, while also controlling
pests and enhancing garden productivity. Educational programs focusing on traditional ecological knowledge
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and sustainable practices are highlighted as essential components for nurturing environmentally conscious
future generations. The discourse emphasizes the critical role of integrating local expertise and participatory
mechanisms in crafting landscapes that resonate with communal identities and aspirations. Furthermore, the
creation of symbolic structures and miniaturized historical landmarks offers opportunities for reconnecting with
cultural heritage and fostering a sense of pride and belonging. The results indicate a strong correlation between
community involvement and successful landscape projects, suggesting that bottom-up approaches yield more
sustainable and impactful outcomes compared to top-down interventions.

Conclusion

The outcomes of this research significantly contribute to advancing participatory design methodologies and
enhancing human-nature connections within localized landscape projects. Ultimately, the study seeks to elevate
life quality metrics and facilitate the safeguarding and rejuvenation of cultural and environmental identities
embedded within communities. By presenting a robust framework adaptable to similar contexts globally, the
research advocates embedding local values and traditional acumen leads to more sustainable and meaningful
urban environments. Future studies are encouraged to build upon these insights, further exploring the efficacy
of such integrative approaches in diverse geographical and cultural settings. The research also highlights the
importance of ongoing evaluation and adaptation of these strategies to ensure their continued relevance and
effectiveness in evolving societal contexts. Additionally, the study underscores the necessity of bridging the
gap between academic theory and practical application, calling for more collaborative efforts between
researchers, policymakers, and local stakeholders to implement and assess the proposed solutions effectively.
In conclusion, this research provides a foundational step towards creating urban landscapes that are not only
ecologically sustainable but also culturally enriching, fostering deeper connections between people and their
environment.

Key words: Urban Landscape, Urban Environment, Value Elicitation, Dialogue, Qualitative Methodology,
Enhancing Nature Connection.
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! Sustainable energy garden
2 Study garden
% Nature based smart garden or Park
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! Sensory gardens

2 Healing gardens

® Micro-Nature

* Pocket parks

% Biophilic

® House of Culture and Nature
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