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In recent decades, attention to the development of entrepreneurial cities has become a

Received: primary priority in urban, economic, and social policies. These types of cities, by
03/07/2025 providing suitable environments for innovation, job creation, and economic growth, are

?ffl%')'zegzgn revised form: recognized as engines of transformation in th-e field of sustainable urban development.
Accepted: This research, using a meta-analysis and qualitative meta-synthesis approach, examines
18/10/2025 existing policy models in the field of entrepreneurial cities and attempts to analyze the
Publisher online: practical consequences of these policies within the context of urban entrepreneurial
22/10/2025 ecosystems, identifying existing challenges, gaps, and opportunities. To achieve this

goal, scientific articles published between 2018 and 2024 from reputable databases such
as Google Scholar, Scopus, JSTOR, Web of Science, and Elsevier were reviewed and
n analyzed. The research findings indicate that three key elements—demand, talent, and
.................. financial resources—play a fundamental role in the success of urban entrepreneurship.
Furthermore, startup competitions, urban density and diversity, and inclusive urban
policies are recognized as factors that strengthen entrepreneurship at the local and
Ge"f;:""" regional levels. Meanwhile, the city's social and cultural environment also has a direct
Territorial Spatial Arrangement impact on entrepreneurial activities and can play a role in facilitating or hindering
entrepreneurial processes. This article emphasizes the need to design comprehensive and
coherent policy models that are not only tailored to the local conditions of each city but
also have their long-term impacts carefully evaluated. Ultimately, the research results
A e can help decision-makers, urban planners, and researchers develop more effective
T frameworks to support urban entrepreneurship and take an effective step towards
economic and social development.

Keywords:

Urban Policy,
Entrepreneurship, Inclusive
Entrepreneurship, Urban
Entrepreneurial Ecosystem,
Urban Economic
Development.

© the Author(s). Publisher: University of Sistan and Baluchestan



mailto:foadshirani.foadshirani@gmail.com
mailto:delangizan@razi.ac.ir
https://doi.org/10.22111/gaij.2025.52511.3297

Geography and Territorial Spatial Arrangement [ 2 Vol. 16, No. 58

Extended Abstract
Introduction

In recent decades, attention to creating entrepreneurial cities and designing effective policies to support the
growth of such cities has become a major topic across various scientific, economic, and social fields (Sanaei
Pour, 2020). Entrepreneurial cities are recognized as environments that promote innovation, job creation, and
economic growth. These cities provide a platform for the development of start-ups, which can ultimately lead
to improved living standards, reduced unemployment, and enhanced social quality across different regions. In
developing countries, which are striving to improve economic structures and reduce unemployment challenges,
the development of such cities can have significant impacts on achieving sustainable development goals
(Delangizan et al., 2021). With the expansion of modern technologies and rapid changes in market needs, the
creation and reinforcement of effective policies to support these cities is more crucial than ever. Developing
successful policies for entrepreneurial cities, due to their connection with concepts such as innovation,
advanced technologies, and economic development, has become a major concern for urban planners and
policymakers. This importance is particularly evident in developing countries that are seeking solutions to
improve their economic structures (Salavarzi Zadeh et al., 2023). The development of entrepreneurial cities can
be considered a fundamental strategy. Such cities, by providing a suitable platform for the establishment of
start-ups, promoting innovation, and supporting social and technological entrepreneurship, can contribute to the
balanced distribution of economic opportunities across different regions. Therefore, there is a clear need for
comprehensive research that addresses not only short-term policies but also the long-term impacts of these
policies. The main aim of this review article is to provide a comprehensive and analytical examination of policy
models related to entrepreneurial cities. The article will analyze various methods and approaches in urban
entrepreneurship policy-making and discuss the challenges and limitations present in this field.

Study Area
The present research is a secondary study and systematic review conducted using a meta-analytic approach.

Material and Methods

The unit of analysis in this study consists of scientific articles published in the field of urban entrepreneurship
and related policy-making. Studies were selected based on criteria such as publication date, scientific quality,
direct relevance to the topic, and accessibility of the required data. To collect relevant scientific resources on
the topic of “entrepreneurial city policy models,” reputable databases in the fields of urban management,
economics, and entrepreneurship were used. These databases include Google Scholar, Scopus, JSTOR, Web of
Science, and Elsevier, which cover scientific resources related to urban policies, entrepreneurial ecosystems,
and economic innovations. After searching, X initial articles were retrieved from Google Scholar, Y from
Scopus, Z from JSTOR, W from Web of Science, and V from Elsevier. The time frame of 2018 to 2024 was
specifically selected to focus on recent developments in urban policy-making and significant changes in
entrepreneurial ecosystems following the COVID-19 pandemic. To search for and identify resources related to
the topic of “entrepreneurial city policy models,” a combination of specific keywords was used, focusing
particularly on urban entrepreneurship and entrepreneurial ecosystems. The selected keywords included
“entrepreneurial city policy,” “urban entrepreneurial ecosystem,” “policy models in entrepreneurial cities,”
“support for urban entrepreneurship,” “entrepreneurial ecosystem analysis,” and “entrepreneurship and urban
development.”

Result and Discussion

The results of the study indicate that to strengthen entrepreneurship at the urban level, components such as
demand, talent, finance, social and cultural environment, start-up competitions, inclusive urban models, and
urban governance play key roles. In addition, urban density and diversity also have positive effects on
entrepreneurship growth, as emphasized in various studies. These findings align with other research
highlighting the positive impact of talent (Nieto-Aleman et al., 2023; Ratten & Ferreira, 2016), culture
(Cooling & Lee, 2017), social factors (Davis, 2002), and financial factors (Shakhnov, 2017) on enhancing
entrepreneurship. Various studies in this field, including the research by Quisner et al. (2024), have concluded
that demand and talent are among the most important factors for entrepreneurial success at the urban level.
These studies also indicate that the interaction of these factors with each other and with other components can
create new opportunities for entrepreneurship development. Specifically, providing skilled human resources
and access to financial resources during the early stages of business creation are critical for entrepreneurial
growth. Start-up competitions are also recognized as an effective tool in urban entrepreneurship policy-making.
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In this regard, some studies, such as Quisner et al. (2024), emphasize the importance of demand, talent, and
financial resources in urban entrepreneurship success, while other research, such as Stolz (2022), examines the
role of start-up competitions as an effective mechanism to strengthen entrepreneurial ecosystems. Additionally,
the study by Shakiba et al. (2022) analyzes inclusive entrepreneurship policies and emphasizes the necessity of
considering social and cultural dimensions in urban policy-making. Similarly, the model proposed in this article
places special emphasis on the synergy and interaction among these elements, utilizing a comprehensive
approach to analyze and evaluate these factors at the urban level. To clarify the concept of interaction among
components, several conceptual scenarios can be considered. For example, in a medium-sized city with talented
human resources but limited access to financial resources, insufficient funding may lead to the migration of
skilled individuals. However, establishing a venture capital fund could activate the positive interaction between
these two components and lead to the creation of university-driven start-ups.

Conclusion

The results of the present meta-analysis indicate that the conceptual model of the “entrepreneurial city” can
serve as a comprehensive framework for explaining the connection between macro-level policies,
environmental and institutional characteristics, and human and financial capacities at the urban level. Based on
the integrated data analysis, three fundamental components “demand,” “human talent,” and “finance”—were
identified as the core pillars of the urban entrepreneurial ecosystem. In interaction with socio-cultural factors,
urban density and diversity, start-up competitions, and flexible urban governance, these components create a
foundation for innovation, creativity, and new economic opportunities. For urban policymakers, it is
recommended that entrepreneurship development policies be designed with an integrated and localized
approach. This means that in addition to strengthening the three key elements of demand, talent, and financial
resources, special attention should be given to social, cultural, environmental dimensions, and smart
governance.

Key words: Urban Policy, Entrepreneurship, Inclusive Entrepreneurship, Urban Entrepreneurial Ecosystem,
Urban Economic Development.
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