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ABSTRACT

Border markets, as a bridge between the two countries, provide numerous economic
opportunities for local and regional residents and play an important role in the economic
development and sustainable livelihood of rural households. Trade is one of the main
indicators in establishing communication between countries and the livelihood of border
residents, which allows us to use opportunities and strengths and strive to achieve the
continuity and sustainability of friendship and understanding, security and economic
prosperity, create employment opportunities, stabilize the population, and ultimately regional
development. The type of research is applied in terms of purpose and descriptive-
analytical research method. The reliability of the research tool was also obtained using
Cronbach's alpha coefficient for the components under study, which was 0.72. The validity of
the research or the validity of the questionnaire was also obtained with face validity (using the
opinions of specialists and experts). The statistical population of the present study is the heads
of households in 6 villages around the border market of Inche heborun in the Dashli borun
district, which has a population of 5804 people. Simple random sampling method was used to
select the research samples, and the Cochran formula was used to determine the sample size,
and 360 people were selected as the sample population. The data extracted from the
questionnaire were analyzed using SPSS software and descriptive and inferential statistics
such as gamma correlation analysis, Friedman's mean comparison, and multiple linear
regression with the simultaneous method. The results of the chi-square correlation show a
significant relationship between the border market and the improvement of economic
indicators at a 99% confidence level. The results of the Friedman test indicate that the
indicators under study show a significant difference up to the 99% confidence level. Also, the
results of the gamma correlation matrix indicate a significant relationship between the
indicators of economic development and the border market. Also, the results of the gamma
correlation matrix indicate a significant relationship between the establishment of the border
market and the improvement of economic development indicators and sustainable livelihoods
of villagers. Also, the coefficient of determination in the regression equation shows that the
indicators studied predicted about 71 percent of the development of the study area and about
29 percent depended on variables that were not identified in this study. Accordingly, the Inche
boron border market has played an important role in improving sustainable livelihoods and
promoting quality of life indicators in the villages of the study area.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Border markets, as a bridge between the two countries, provide numerous economic opportunities for local and
regional residents and play an important role in the economic development and sustainable livelihood of rural
households. Trade is one of the main indicators in establishing communication between countries and the
livelihood of border residents, which allows us to use opportunities and strengths and strive to achieve the
continuity and sustainability of friendship and understanding, security and economic prosperity, create
employment opportunities, stabilize the population, and ultimately regional development. Border markets, as a
bridge between the two countries, provide numerous economic opportunities for local and regional residents
and play an important role in economic development and sustainable livelihoods of rural households. Trade is
one of the main indicators in establishing communication between countries and the livelihoods of border
residents, through which opportunities and strengths can be used and efforts can be made to achieve the
continuation and sustainability of friendship and understanding, security and economic prosperity, creation of
employment opportunities, population stabilization and ultimately regional development.

Study Area

Dashli brun district is one of the districts of Gonbad-e-Kavos county in Golestan province. The city of Inche
brun, sometimes called the bridge border, is an important point of connection and border traffic between Iran
and the Republic of Turkmenistan. This district consists of two rural districts of Kerand and Atrak, and its
population in 1395 was 22398 people. The city of Inche brun is located in a salt marsh area, and the lands and
lands around it are always affected by seasonal floods that enter the Atrak River. For this reason, this city and
its market are located on a hilly ridge. The name of the border market of Inche brun (meaning ridge and cape)
is also taken from this city and in the past it was a place for travelers from Astarabad and Khiva to stay and
rest.

Material and Methods

The research method is descriptive-analytical in nature and applied in purpose, and the theoretical foundations
of the present study were organized in a documentary manner. Due to the lack of a database related to the
border market in the responsible organizations, the main data were collected with the help of field studies and
the preparation and completion of a researcher-made questionnaire.The questions examined in the present study
were set on a five-point Likert scale (very low, low, medium, high, and very high) to explain the role of the
border market in the economic development and sustainable livelihood of the sample villages. The reliability of
the research tool was also obtained using the Cronbach's alpha coefficient for the components examined in the
study, which was equal to 0.72. The validity of the research or the validity of the questionnaire was also
obtained with face validity (using the opinions of specialists and experts).The statistical population of the
present study is the heads of households of 6 villages around the Inche hborun border market in the Dashli
borun district, which have a population of 5,804 people. To select the research samples, simple random
sampling method was used, and to determine the sample size, Cochran's formula was used, and 360 people
were selected as the sample population. The data extracted from the questionnaire were analyzed and measured
using SPSS software and descriptive and inferential tests such as chi-square correlation, gamma correlation
analysis, Friedman's mean comparison, and multiple linear regression.

Result and Discussion

The research method is descriptive-analytical in nature and applied in purpose, and the theoretical foundations
of the present study were organized in a documentary manner. Due to the lack of a database related to the
border market in the responsible organizations, the main data were collected with the help of field studies and
the preparation and completion of a researcher-made questionnaire.The questions examined in the present study
were set on a five-point Likert scale (very low, low, medium, high, and very high) to explain the role of the
border market in the economic development and sustainable livelihood of the sample villages. The reliability of
the research tool was also obtained using the Cronbach's alpha coefficient for the components examined in the
study, which was equal to 0.72. The validity of the research or the validity of the questionnaire was also
obtained with face validity (using the opinions of specialists and experts). The statistical population
of the present study is the heads of households of 6 villages around the Inche hborun border market in the
Dashli borun district, which have a population of 5,804 people. To select the research samples, simple random
sampling method was used, and to determine the sample size, Cochran's formula was used, and 360 people
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were selected as the sample population. The data extracted from the questionnaire were analyzed and measured
using SPSS software and descriptive and inferential tests such as chi-square correlation, gamma correlation
analysis, Friedman's mean comparison, and multiple linear regression.

Conclusion

Iran's border markets, as one of the vital points in trade exchanges with neighboring countries, have high
potential for economic development and improvement of the social situation of border areas. Given the
importance of these areas, it seems necessary to adopt comprehensive approaches and effective policies to
develop these markets and strengthen existing infrastructure. In the current situation, some challenges such as
weak infrastructure, lack of coordination between executive agencies, and lack of transparency in customs
procedures have prevented the full use of the capacity of these markets. In order to remove these obstacles and
achieve sustainable development and increase trade interactions in border areas, a set of measures and solutions
should be considered as policy priorities. As a commercial and economic center, the Inche brun border market
plays an important role in the economic development and sustainable livelihood of rural areas. This market
plays an important role in improving the quality of life of rural residents and reducing regional inequalities by
creating new job opportunities, developing trade, strengthening infrastructure, attracting tourists from cities and
villages within the province and even outside the province, and supporting local products.

Key words: Border market, Sustainable Livelihood, Economic Development, Inche boron.
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